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close of the fourth century and the opening of the third century B.C., the major forms
of Greek education had taken shape: The reading school had become the chief means
of elementary education with the gradual decline of gymnastics and music for the
younger boys. The grammar school was about to become the major form of secondary
education in place of the gymnasium, which became increasingly a social and recrea-
tional center for the urban life of aristocratic male citizens. The schools of rhetoric
and philosophy replaced military training as the preferred type of higher education;
even the Ephebic College itself took on something of the character of a fashionable
finishing school for upper class youth, combining military with intellectual studies.
The shift from the rural tradition of a warrior folk society to the urban political
climate of a civilized society was epitomized in the institutional transformation of the
schools.